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MEMBERSHIP QUALIFICATIONS 
 

for 
 

The Seamens' Union of Australia, New South Wales Branch 
 
 
 

Rule 1 - Name, Constitution and Place of Meeting 
 
1.1 The Union shall be known as The Seamens' Union of Australia, New South 

Wales Branch, and shall be composed of: 
 

(a) Any number of sailors, lamp-trimmers, boatswains, boatswain's mates, 
quarter masters, donkeymen, storekeepers, greasers, oilers, firemen, 
trimmers, watertenders, wipers, deckhands, ordinary seamen, deckboys, 
employees engaged working on dredges, lighters, hulks, barges, punts, 
employees working on river and harbour vessels, including ferries, 
deckhands and sailors' attendants and stokehold staff attendants, 
employees working on tugboats and tenders and employees working in the 
pilot services; 

 
(b) persons employed in the Dredge Service of the Department of Public 

Works of New South Wales and the Maritime Services Board of New 
South Wales, including Signal Masters, Assistant Signal Masters, 
Signalmen, Tide Signalmen, Light Keepers, Motor Drivers, Coxswains, 
Firemen, Greasers, Seamen, Watchmen, Diesel Engine Drivers, Officers in 
Charge of Out Stations (not Pilots), Patrolmen and Communication 
Attendants and others employed in lighters, and Rockchoppers in the 
service of the Maritime Services Board of New South Wales; 

 
(c) any person or persons who may be elected an Officer of the Union. 
 

In addition to those persons referred to in such rule 1.1, the union shall consist of: 
 
1.2 (a) An unlimited number of employees in the manipulation and navigation of 

motor boats in the state of New South Wales; 
 

(b) all persons engaged in the mooring and unmooring of interstate, intrastate 
and overseas vessels; 

 
with the exception of: 
 
(i) colliers; 
(ii) members of ship's crews; 
(iii) any vessel berthing at Cockatoo Dock, Woolwich Dock and Garden 

Island; 
 
(c) competent deckhands, engine room attendants, fishermen, shipkeepers, 

wharfhands, passage hands, turnstile hands, charge hands, collectors, 
steersmen, motor hands and all persons employed on or usually employed 
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in connection with ferry boats, tug boats, lighters, punts, hoppers, barges, 
launches, motor boats, trawlers and harbour and river craft. 

 
Provided that nothing in this sub-rule 1.2 shall apply to persons employed in or 
in connection with private or pleasure craft as watchmen, caretakers or cleaners 
or employees of the Maritime Services Board or the Department of Public 
Works Dredge Service. 

 
 


