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MEMBERSHIP QUALIFICATIONS 
 

for 
 
Automotive, Food, Metals, Engineering, Printing and Kindred Industries 

Union, New South Wales Branch 
 
 
 

Rule 2 - Eligibility for Membership and Description of Industry 
 
PART A 
 
2A.1.1 Without in any way limiting or being limited by sub-rules 2B and 2C, the 

Union shall consist of an unlimited number of persons who are employed or 
usually employed in or in connection with the following trades or calling or 
branches thereof: 

 
(i) Smiths, ship smiths, angle iron smiths, drop-hammer smiths, spring 

smiths, oliver smiths, spring fitters, swaging machine operators, 
operators on smithing machines similar to swaging machines, nut and 
bolt makers, windmill erectors, motor, motor cycle, and cycle 
mechanics, tuners and testers in motor industry, enamellers, typewriter 
mechanics, well-borers, scale-makers, metal safe makers, locksmiths, 
forge hammermen, forgemen, strikers, drop-hammer stampers, forging 
machine workers, forge, iron, and brass furnace-men, ship's plumbers, 
fitters, turners, grinders, whetstone grinders and glazers, sea-going 
engineers, shift engineers, roll turners, patternmakers, model makers, 
millwrights, mechanical draughtsmen, technical assistants, planners, 
borers, slotters, machine drillers, milling machine workers, shapers, 
machinists, brass founders, brass finishers, brass smiths and operators of 
machines in connection with same, coppersmiths, armature winders, 
equipment examiners, and electrical engineers generally, radio workers, 
mechanical and scientific instrument makers and optical glassmakers, 
linotype mechanics, press mechanics, machine joiners employed in the 
construction of cotton, silk, flax, woollen or other machines, die sinkers, 
press tool makers and stampers, electroplaters, polishers, electroplate 
makers up, sheet metal spinners, assemblers, skilled acetylene and 
electrical welders, aero mechanics, duralium workers, including forgers, 
fitters, and all other aircraft workers who are employed on the fuselage 
or engine work, and all workers engaged in the engineering, 
shipbuilding and kindred trades. 

 
2A.1.2 (i) Persons other than boilermakers' helpers and labourers engaged in 

marking off, making templates, making jigs (except precision work 
associated therewith), plating, bolting (temporary or otherwise), hand 
and/or machine riveting, caulking, chipping, flanging, furnacing, 
levelling, angle or boiler-smithing, welding, staying, tapping, reaming, 
drilling (other than on stationary drilling machines), tube staying, 
tubing, operating machines, for punching and shearing, rolling, bending, 
angle or plate straightening, hydraulic presses (except helpers and 
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labourers to boilermakers), nipping and notching machines, operators of 
all gas welding and cutting plants, Anglo-Swedish or electric arc 
welding processes in connection with the making and/or repairing 
and/or demolition of iron, steel, aluminium, copper, or other metal or 
alloys, boilers, vats, digesters, receivers, retorts, ships, vessels other than 
ships, tanks, wagons, trucks, rolling-stock, bridges, girders, principals 
(roof or otherwise), pontoons, gasometers, pipes, mining plates, and 
structural iron and steel work used in connection with buildings and 
assemblers. 

 
Provided that assistants or labourers, general or special employed in 
connection with the work of a boilermaker or other mechanic shall not 
be eligible for membership in the Union; Provided further that such 
making and/or repairing and/or demolition of classes of work as 
enumerated herein, of aluminium, copper, and other metal or alloys shall 
not extend beyond established trade practice where work is being 
performed by members of other Organisations registered in or in 
connection with the Engineering and/or metal working industries. 

 
(ii) Agricultural smiths, coach smiths, engine smiths, farrier smiths, floor-

men farriers, general smiths, implement smiths, ship smiths, tool smiths, 
heat treaters, heat treater operatives, angle-iron smiths, motor smiths, 
rolling stock smiths, wheelwright smiths, oliver smiths, forgers, forgers 
on hot presses, setters and spring smiths, chain makers, tool sharpeners, 
finn cutting machinists, profile cutters, bolt, nut and/or rivet machinists 
and men in charge of bull-dozers, swaging, upsetting and other 
machines used for Blacksmiths work, oxy-acetylene welders, electric 
welders, carbon-arc welders, cutters and all other welders, ornamental 
gate, fence and balustrade smiths. 

 
(iii) Notwithstanding the provisions of subclauses (i) and (ii) of this clause 

(b) all persons employed in the industries or occupations within the 
callings covered by the constitution of the Australian Workers' Union as 
registered on the 1st day of September 1965 shall not be eligible for 
membership within the scope of this clause (b). 

 
2A.1.3 (i) Producing, making, completing by any process such as oxidising or 

electroplating, or vitreous enamelling, or repairing, or assisting to 
produce, make or repair any articles, goods or chattels, in or in 
connection with the tinplate, tinsmithing, sheet metal working, gas 
meter making, motor car building or repairing so far as panel beating or 
sheet metal work is concerned, sheet metal trunk and box making, or 
canister making industries; and shall include spinners, draw moulders, 
ceiling fixers, welders, metal polishers and revolving shutter machinists 
engaged in or on or about sheet metal work.  

 
(ii) Producing plastic articles in the industries set forth in sub-clause (i) 

hereof in a factory or in a section of a factory where the major portion of 
the work performed in such factory or section is work usually performed 
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in a sheet metal and/or canister making factory and where such articles 
are used as substitutes for products covered by this constitution. 

 
(iii) In finishing as completed, repaired marketable articles, goods or 

chattels, including painting, japanning, tinning, galvanising, sharadising, 
lacquering, oxidising or electroplating, or vitreous enamelling any 
articles, goods or chattels, in any wise relating to, or in connection with, 
the industries set forth in sub-clause  (i). 

 
(iv) All employees in any establishments connected with manufacture, 

assembling, dismantling, erecting, replacing, or repairing of agricultural 
implements, machinery, utensils, flaxmaking machinery, wagon 
building and irrigation plant; the trades connected with white and black 
sheet metal working, blacksmiths, general blacksmiths, farriers; the 
manufactories of iron, copper, tin or galvanised iron utensils, stoves, 
ranges, grates, registers, copper casings or other heating apparatus, 
domestic appliances made of metal fireproof or other iron doors, 
bedsteads, wire-mattresses, or other iron work used in connection with 
beds, coppersmith wares or parts thereof; porcelain enamelling of steel 
and iron plates and hollow-ware baths, sinks, cisterns, household 
utensils and builders' material or in the manufacture of frit. 

 
(v) Producing, making or repairing, or assisting to produce, make or repair, 

jewellery, metal badge making and electroplated ware, and shall include 
jewellers, gilders, chasers, engravers, lapidaries, metal badge workers, 
electroplaters, makers of electroplated ware, metal polishers, stampers 
and spinners. 

 
(vi) Producing, making or repairing, or assisting to produce, make or repair, 

watches, clocks, taximeters, taxi timepieces, synchronome clocks and 
spring dial clocks and shall include attendants and winders. 

 
2A.1.4 An unlimited number of employees engaged or usually engaged in the 

process, trade or business connected with or incidental to the manufacture, 
construction or repair of iron, steel, wooden or concrete ships, boats, vessels, 
punts, pontoons, floating stages, targets, preventers and torpedo netting 
booms and such like constructions, balsa rafts, life-saving rafts, dock gates, 
caissons and cofferdam gates, aircraft, sea-planes (where work on such 
aircraft or sea-planes is done in an establishment the principal business of 
which is work of the other classes hereinbefore mentioned) or any other 
floating structure being persons employed or usually employed as 
shipwrights, naval architects, ship's draughtsmen, boatbuilders, or aircraft 
constructors in such establishments. 

 
2A.1.5 Such other persons, whether employees in the industries associated with the 

constitution or not, who have been appointed officers of the Union and 
admitted as members thereof or whilst financial members of the Union have 
been elected as fulltime representatives of any working class organisation to 
which the Union is affiliated, or as a working class member of Parliament, or 
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as a full-time representative on any Government Tribunal or Board, in the 
interests of the Union or Unions. 

 
Together with such trades as may be represented by trade unions hereinafter 
amalgamating with the Union. 

 
2A.1.6 All other workers engaged in any metal industry or trade provided that no 

applicant for membership shall be eligible for membership under this 
paragraph while there exists in the State in which such applicant is employed 
a registered organisation operating in the immediate locality of the 
applicant's work and dealing solely with workers of the particular class of 
which such applicant is a member unless arrangements can be made for the 
amalgamation of such organisation with this Union. 

 
PART B 
 
2B. Without in any way limiting or being limited by sub-rules 2A and 2C the 

Union shall also consist of an unlimited number of persons employed or 
usually employed as moulders and/or coremakers, or apprentices, or juniors, 
and engaged in any class of moulding and/or coremaking for the production of 
castings from molten metal of any kind, or making moulds for other materials 
in any industry or branch of any industry together with such persons who have 
been appointed officers of the union and admitted as members thereof. 

 
PART C 
 
2C. Without in any way limiting or being limited by sub-rules 2A and 2B the 

Union shall also consist of - 
 
Persons employed in, usually employed in or qualified to be and desirous of 
being employed in one or more of the following callings: 

 
(i) Architects and Naval Architects. 
 
(ii) Aerodrome Engineers, Aeronautical Engineers, Chemical Engineers, 

Civil Engineers, Communication Engineers, Electrical Engineers, 
Electronic Engineers, Hydraulic Engineers, Local Government 
Engineers, Marine Engineers, Mechanical Engineers, Metallurgical 
Engineers, Mining Engineers, Production Engineers, Radio Engineers, 
Railway Engineers, Road Engineers, Structural Engineers, Water and 
Sewerage Engineers and Wireless Engineers.  

 
(iii) Aircraft Surveyors, Building Surveyors, Engineering Surveyors, 

Geodetic Surveyors and Computers, Hydrographic Surveyors, Land 
Surveyors, Marine Surveyors, Mining Surveyors, Quantity Surveyors, 
Survey Computers and Topographical Surveyors. 

 
(iv) Aeronautical Draughtsmen, Architectural Draughtsmen, Cartographers, 

Cartographic Draughtsmen, Chemical Engineering Draughtsmen, Civil 
Engineering Draughtsmen, Electrical Engineering Draughtsmen, 
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Engineering Draughtsmen, Estimating Draughtsmen, Hydraulic 
Engineering Draughtsmen, Jig and Tool Draughtsmen, Local 
Government Engineering Draughtsmen, Marine Engineering 
Draughtsmen, Mechanical Engineering Draughtsmen, Mining 
Engineering Draughtsmen, Photogrammetric Draughtsmen, Production 
Engineering Draughtsmen, Radio Engineering Draughtsmen, Railway 
Engineering Draughtsmen, Road Engineering Draughtsmen, Ship 
Building Draughtsmen, Structural Draughtsmen, Survey Draughtsmen, 
Water and Sewerage Engineering Draughtsmen, Wireless Engineering 
Draughtsmen. 

 
(v) Tracers. 
 
(vi) Aircraft Inspectors and Examiners (other than inspectors and 

examiners employed inspecting or examining sheet metal work 
elsewhere than in the Directorate of Quality Assurance, RAAF), 
Certified Mine Managers, Engineering Inspectors, Building Inspectors, 
Testers of Engineering Materials, Planners of Engineering Production, 
Construction or Maintenance Work, Technical Assistants or Officers. 

 
(vii) All persons employed in any of the industries of Architecture, 

Chemistry, Engineering, Science, Surveying and Draughting including 
tracing and the Iron and Steel Industries as: 
 
* Foremen and Supervisors of Engineering Production; 
 
* Foremen and Supervisors of Manufacturing Processes; 
 
* Foremen and Supervisors of Construction Work except where 

employed in the Building and Civil Engineering Construction 
Industry; 

 
* Foremen and Supervisors of maintenance work except where 

employed in the Building and Civil Engineering Construction 
Industry; 

 
* Foremen and Supervisors of repair work except where employed 

in the Building and Civil Engineering Construction Industry; 
 
* Provided that all Foremen and Supervisors of engineering 

production, Foremen and Supervisors of Manufacturing 
Processes, Foremen and Supervisors of Construction Work, 
Foremen and Supervisors of Maintenance Work and Foremen 
and Supervisors of Repair Work who are employed in any of the 
Metal Industry, the Aircraft Industry or the Vehicle Industry in 
any of their branches and in all Industries allied thereto shall 
remain eligible for membership of the Union. 
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(viii) Apprentice Draughtsmen, Students and Trainees engaged in a course of 
study, the object of which is to qualify them for employment in any one 
of the foregoing professions or callings. 

 
(ix) Such other persons as have been elected or appointed full-time officers 

of the Union and admitted as members. 
 

Provided further that the following shall not be eligible for membership 
of the Union pursuant to this sub-rule 2C: 
 

(x) Employees of the Crown (provided that persons employed by the State 
Planning Authority in one or more of the aforesaid professions or 
callings shall be eligible for membership of the Union) - 

 
* Seagoing Marine Engineers; 
 
* Employees of the Commissioner for Railways; 
 
* Persons, other than draughtsmen, employed in the Coal Mining 

Industry; 
 
* Persons, other than draughtsmen, employed by Municipal, Shire 

and County Councils; 
 
* Persons covered by the Constitution of the Local Government 

Engineers' Association of New South Wales. 
 

PART D 
 
2D. Without in any way limiting or being limited by sub-rules 2A, 2B and 2C the 

Union shall also consist of an unlimited number of employees engaged in or 
usually engaged in a process, trade or business connected with or incidental 
to the manufacture, assembling or repairing of carriages, carts, wagons, 
trucks, railway cars, tram cars, motor cars, motorcycles, sidecars, aircraft and 
other vehicles used in air transit and all other vehicles or parts thereof 
together with any persons appointed as officers of the Union and elected as 
members thereof. 

 
PART E 
 
2E. Without in any way limiting the generality of the foregoing or being limited 

by sub-rules 2A, 2B, 2C, 2D, 2E and 2F, the Union shall also consist of an 
unlimited number of persons engaged in or in connection with: 

 
2E.1 The manufacture, preparation, processing or putting up of: 

 
(i) Jam, jellies, honey and preparations used as substitutes therefore; 
 
(ii) Pickles, salt preparations, sauces, vinegar and other wet 

condiments; 
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(iii) Soups and other preparations of vegetables and/or animal foods 

sold in containers; 
 
(iv) Fruit salads and ice cream; 
 
(v) Fruit juices and cordials; 
 
(vi) Sugar from sugar beet;  
 
(vii) Frozen foods. 
 

2E.2 Without restricting the interpretation of the foregoing: 
 

Persons employed in the preservation of vegetables and fruit as food, 
together with such other persons, whether employed in the industry or 
not, as have been appointed officers of the Union and admitted as 
members thereof. 
 
EXCEPTING persons employed at Leeton Co-operative Cannery at 
Leeton, and persons employed in the preservation of meat, fish, 
oysters, whales, butterine, margarine and nut foods; 
 
EXCEPTING also persons employed caretakers, cleaners, watchmen, 
lift attendants, motor car washers, cleaners and greasers, parking 
attendants, gatekeepers, gardeners, female tea attendants; 
 
AND EXCEPTING employees who are covered by the constitutions of 
the following Unions: 
 

The Australasian Meat Industry Employees' Union, New South 
Wales Branch; 
 
The Australasian Meat Industry Employees' Union, Newcastle 
and Northern Branch. 
 

2E.3 The Union shall also consist of Journeymen, Confectioners and 
Apprentices engaged in the actual manufacture of Confectionery, 
Chocolate, Cocoa, Licorice, Candy, Chewing Gum, including all 
Sweet-meats and Adult and Junior Male and Female General Hands, 
whose duties are defined in the classifications of duties laid down in 
the Confectioners' State Award. 

 
PART F 

 
2F. Without in any way limiting or being limited by Sub-Rules 2A, 2B, 2C, 2D, 

2E, the Union shall consist of an unlimited number of persons (excepting 
journalists and person employed in the manufacture of paint varnish and 
lacquer) who are employees or whose usual occupation is that of an 
employee in or in connection with the Printing Industry as hereafter 
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described, together with such other persons, whether employees in the 
industry or not, as have been appointed officers in the Union and admitted as 
members thereof.  The industry in connection with which the Union is 
registered in and includes any business, trade, manufacture, undertaking, 
calling, service, employment handicraft or industrial occupation or avocation 
on land or water in the industry of Printing and/or kindred industries and/or 
in any group or branch or such industry or industries, including (without 
limiting the generality or ordinary meaning of the foregoing description) 
comprising, reading, electrotyping, letter press machining, lithograghic 
machining, attending and adjusting and/or repairing type-founding, 
engraving, process engraving and/or photo engraving, commercial and/or 
lithographic designing, writing and/or drawing, publishing, dispatching, 
guillotine machine cutting, gravure, ink making, roller making, varnishing, 
book-binding, binding, paper ruling, paper cutting, paper bag making, 
envelope making, stationary making, paper products working, embossing, 
cardboard box making, carton making (including the making of any kind of 
boxes and/or containers of paper and/or cardboard used alone or in 
combination with any other material or materials. 

 
PART G 
 
2G. Any person who is eligible for membership of the Union under the 

provisions of any of Sub-Rules 2A or 2B or 2C or 2D or 2E or 2F shall not 
be excluded from membership of the Union by any other Sub-Rules of 2A or 
2B or 2C or 2D or 2F. 

 
PART H 
 
DESCRIPTION OF INDUSTRY  
 
2H.1 The engineering and metal industries and in or in connection with the 

engineering, boilermaking, shipbuilding and structural work with metals 
industry and in or in connection with the iron and steel, shipbuilding, 
engineering, rolling stock, agricultural implement making, coach making, 
mining, quarrying, railway, construction, building, sawmilling industries or 
any industry where smiths are employed and in or in connection with tin 
plate, tinsmithing, sheet metal (including motor car building so far as panel-
beating and sheet metal working is concerned and also sheet metal trunk and 
box making), gas meter making and canister making industries, the industries 
of manufacturing, assembling, dismantling, erecting, replacing, or repairing 
of agricultural implements; manufacturing, erecting, assembling, 
dismantling, replacing or repairing ovens, stoves, ranges, grates, registers, 
copper casings or other heating apparatus (or parts thereof); the 
manufacturing, erecting, replacing or repairing of metal bedsteads or fenders 
(or parts thereof) porcelain enamelling of steel and iron plates and hollow-
ware, baths, sinks, cisterns, household utensils, and builders' materials and 
the manufacture of frit; the industries of manufacturing, making, repairing of 
jewellery and the industries of manufacturing, making, repairing of watches 
and clocks. 
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2H.2 The industry of manufacturing, constructing or repairing ships, boats, 
vessels, punts, pontoons, floating stages, targets, preventers and torpedo 
netting booms, balsa rafts, lifesaving rafts, dock gates, caissons, and 
cofferdam gates or other floating structures or aircraft or sea planes in 
establishments the principal business of which is work of the other classes 
hereinbefore mentioned. 

 
2H.3 The metal moulding industry. 
 
2H.4 In addition to the industries described in 2F1, 2F2 and 2F3 of this Rule, the 

industries in connection with which the union is registered are the industries 
of Architecture, Chemistry, Engineering, Science, Surveying and Draughting 
including Tracing, and the Iron and Steel Industries. 

 
2H.5 The Coach, Motor Car, Rolling Stock and Aircraft Industry. 
 
 


